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In 1519 HernÃ¡n CortÃ©s and a small band of Spanish conquistadors overthrew the mighty

Mexican empire of the Aztecs. Using excerpts primarily drawn from Bernal Diaz's 1632 account of

the Spanish victory and testimonies â€” many recently uncovered â€” of indigenous Nahua survivors,

Victors and Vanquished clearly demonstrates how personal interests, class and ethnic biases, and

political considerations influenced the interpretation of momentous events. A substantial introduction

is followed by 9 chronological sections that illuminate the major events and personalities in this

powerful historical episode and reveal the changing attitudes toward European expansionism. The

volume includes a broad array of visual images and maps, a glossary of Spanish and Nahua terms,

biographical notes, a chronology, a selected bibliography, questions for consideration, and an index.
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When the British Empire relinquished control to India, the jewel in the British crown, it became

evident the age of Imperial European expansionism had come to an end. The period of global

decolonization following World War II paved the way for a more critical approach to colonial history.

The Euro-centric historical narratives of the colonial conquests were no longer acceptable within the

academic community or for that matter entirely accurate. Stuart B. Schwartz a Professor of History

at Yale University has set out to ensure the history of the conquest of Mexico is not written

exclusively by the winners, but rather to present a fair and balanced compilation of European and

Native American primary sources complemented by his own expert analysis. "Additional alternate



texts paint a broader, richer canvas, fleshing out the narrative and conveying to the reader a sense

that there was not simply a "Spanish" or an "Indian" view. Rather, there are a variety of visions and

opinions, influenced and mediated by personal interests, class and ethnic biases, political

considerations, and many other factors." The introduction provides the reader with a comprehensive

description of Mesoamerican and Spanish societies on the eve of the conquest. Included is the rise

to power of the Mexica Empire through conquest and expansion and the foundation of the empire's

island capital at Tenochtitlan. The author describes the historical background of the primary sources

which constitute the majority of the narrative. Nahua sources are drawn primarily from The

Florentine Codex, a post-conquest study of indigenous history and culture conducted by literate

natives under the auspices of a Spanish missionary named Fray Bernardino De Sahagun.
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